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1

Introduction
The City of Munising, with the assistance of the Central Upper Peninsula Planning and Development
(CUPPAD) Regional Commission, has put together this five year Recreation Plan. This Recreation Plan for
the City of Munising should serve several useful purposes. It should serve as (1) a source of information,
(2) a guide for correcting deficiencies, (3) and indicator of goals and policies, (4) a framework for making
decisions, and (5) a means of stimulating public interest and participation in local community recreation
progress.
The City of Munising is located in northern Alger County on the southern shore of Lake Superior. Munising
is a small town of 5.4 square miles that is home to about 2,400 people. The City is situated in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula, a region renowned for its natural beauty and outdoor recreational opportunities.
Approximately 20 percent of the City’s land area has been developed, most of it in the urban area
bisected by M-28. The City is adjacent to the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore and Munising and Au
Train Townships. The location of the City of Munising can be found on Map 1-1, Location Map, found
in Appendix A.
Recreation and enjoyment of the outdoors are important parts of life in Munising. City residents,
and people from nearby communities, benefit from the many recreational amenities that Munising
has to offer. The City also draws tourists year-round from around the country to take in the beautiful
lakeshore. During the previous five years, the City has invested in and expanded its recreation facilities
with funding from community sources. As a result the Recreation Committee was able to accomplish
many of the goals set forth in the previous recreation plan. As a result of this hard work, residents enjoy
year round recreational amenities and a high quality of life. In addition, the City has been recognized as
one of the Top 100 Communities for Youth by the America’s Promise organization, indicating that it is a
great place to raise healthy children.

Figure 2: Munising Bay
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The City of Munising plans and provides for recreation facilities in the community in order to promote
health, tourism, and to enhance the quality of life for all residents. The City has dedicated funding,
resources, volunteers, and staff in order to develop, operate, and maintain facilities and programs. The
following section describes how the City of Munising manages its Parks and Recreation system.

2.1 Organizational Structure
The City of Munising’s Department of Public Works (DPW) is responsible for the maintenance of the City’s
parks and recreation facilities. The DPW is overseen by the CIty Manager and the City Commissioners.
The City’s Recreation Committee serves to advise the City Manager and City Commissioners on
recreation issues. Recreation programming is developed and operated by the Alger Parks and Recreation
Department (APRD). The APRD is a separate organization from the City of Munising. In September
1998, the City of Munising, along with Au Train Township, Munising Township, Grand Island Township
and the APRD entered into a joint agreement to operate a public recreation system. The agreement
also stipulated cooperation between other recreation related organizations as ex-officio members such
as Munising Public Schools, the National Park Service, the U.S. Forest Service, and the Department of
Natural Resources. This agreement stated that APRD as a department shall have full responsibility and
authority to provide full-time, year round broad based recreation programs to the residents of the above
mentioned municipalities. The APRD committee, with representatives from each of the cooperating
agencies,have the power to make all programming, financial, staffing.
The City’s current organizational structure is detailed below:

City Commission

City Manager

Recreation Committee
(Advisory)

Alger Parks & Recreation
Department (Programming)

City of Munising Public
Works (Maintenance)
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2.2 Community Volunteer Groups
The City has had a long and successful relationship with community organizations. In the past,
when projects have come before the City’s Recreation Department, community organizations have
occasionally donated money to the project. Past community organizations involved with donations
include: the Munising Tennis Association, Alger County Community Foundation, the Munising Lions
Club, Moose Lodge, American Legion and Kiwanis. The City has also occasionally received funds from
the Sault Tribe to support projects that enhance quality of life in the community.
Volunteer groups, such as the Anna River Peddlers and the Munising Bay Trail Network, have also been
active in expanding the City’s hiking and mountain biking trails. The work of active volunteer groups in
the community greatly enhances recreation in the community.

Figure 3: Logos of community groups active in and around Munising

2.3 Parks and Recreation Budget
The City allocates approximately $80,000 from the General Fund to fund Parks and Recreation
maintenance, which is carried out by the City’s Department of Public Works. In addition, the City of
Munising allocates about $44,000 per year to help fund the Alger Parks and Recreation Department for
recreational programming. These numbers vary somewhat each year and depend on many factors in
the community. The other municipalities that are part of the APRD also contribute funds.
Donations for Heroes Field are accepted from the public and passed through the City. The City also
charges usage fees for several facilities; however the fees do not cover the cost of maintenance for the
City. 			
Projected City Recreation Budget
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
$80,000 $80,500 $81,000 $81,500 $82,000
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3.1 City Parks and Recreation Facilities
The following section describes the public recreational facilities found within the City’s corporate limits,
plus those owned by the City in adjacent Townships are described below. Combined, these facilities
provide park and open space acreage well in excess of standards established by the National Recreation
and Park Association (NRPA) for the community’s population. Appendicies B through D include the
recommended NRPA standards and service radius of community facilities. Facilities that are City
owned are identified on the Map 2-1, City Parks and Recreational Facilities Map, found in Appendix A
of this document.
The facilities were evaluated for accessibility and some were determined to be in need of updates to
improve the accessibility for all users; accessibility improvements are included as objectives in this plan.
The following rating scale was used:
1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines
5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design

Figure 4: Tot Lot at Lynn Street
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1. Bayshore Park
Bayshore Park is situated at the harbor area on Munising Bay. The park is 4.5 acres, including the
marina. Accessibility Rating: 3.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A pavilion was constructed in 2008 via local fundraising efforts
The north side of pavilion is enclosed to provide shelter from onshore winds
An accessible restrooms/drinking fountain located is in the Harbor Master’s building
Picnic tables (14), grills (5), benches (3) available for day use
Underground sprinkler system, planted flowers, added historical signage
Beachfront has unsupervised area for swimming and wading
Informational kiosk located near the pavilion
All Veterans Memorial is located at the east end of Veterans Memorial Drive
Special events scheduled during the summer include:
Independence Day celebration and fireworks
Summer concerts on Tuesday evenings
Weekly Farmer’s Market during summer months
Community Bread Oven
Available for weddings and receptions

Figure 5: Bayshore Park
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2. City Marina		
The City Marina is located adjacent to Bayshore Park along Munising Bay. The Marina is a 4.5 acre
site. Accessability Rating: 4.
• Currently maintains 19 slips designed for boats up to 30’ in length.
• Additional 300’ of dock available for broadside mooring
• Additional 300’ of usable docking space along the adjacent L-dock
• Fuel (gasoline only) available
• Electricity (20, 30, 50 amp)
• Sanitation services
• Restrooms and showers
• Ice, grills, and picnic tables available for use
• Slip space rented on an annual basis
• Transient boaters pay a daily dockage rate
• Pictured Rocks boat excursions operate from the marina’s L-dock
• Public parking available
• Wayside exhibits on dock history and anchors
• City currently developing a harbor upgrade study
• Dock attendant on site daily
DNR Grant History
Project Number: TF90-3111
• Year: 1990
• Grant Amount: $315,000
• Project Status: Closed
• Project Description:
• Floating Pier System
• Harbor Master Building
• Dredging

3. Municipal Boat Launch
The Municipal Boat Launch is located on the shore of Munising Bay in the Brown’s Addition Area.
The launch is located next to the ballfield. The site is 2.25 acres. Acccessibility Rating: 3.
• Hard surfaced ramp
• Two courtesy piers
• Parking capacity of 71
• Picnic area
• Restrooms located at adjacent ballfield

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019

Page 8

4. Tannery Park Overlook

Figure 6: Tannery Park Overlook

The Tannery Park Overlook is located on Washington Street near Munising Falls overlooking Lake
Superior. The site is 0.33 acres. Accessibility Rating: 5.
• City removed nonstandard size tennis courts in 2007
• Park has picnic area and wooden deck overlooking scenic Munising Bay
• Ideal area for picnicking

5. Tot Lot at Brown’s Addition
The Tot Lot at Brown’s Addition is a mini park located on the corner of Portage Street and M-28
West. The park is 0.5 acreas. Accessibility Rating: 2.
• Paved basketball court
• Several playground apparatuses
• Picnic tables
• Improvments at the park made by several community organizations
• Flower planting
• Off street parking available
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Figure 7: Tot Lot at Brown’s Addition

6. Tot Lot at Lynn St.
The Tot Lot at Lynn Street is located on Lynn Street, along West Chocolay Street. The park is 0.6
acres. Accessibility Rating: 3.
• City owned facility
• Five individual playground apparatuses
• Sandbox in the playlot area
• Two fenced and unlit tennis courts adjoining the playlot
Maintained by the Tennis Association with assistance from the City
• Benches located on the side of each tennis court
• Improvements accomplished through local fundraising efforts
• Universally accessable sidewalk and restrooms
DNR Grant History
Project Number: RP12-468
• Year: 2012
• Grant Amount: $20,000.00
• Project Status: Active
• Project Description:
Tennis court resurfacing
Installation of new backboard
Installation of storage unit
Rebuild fence around courts
Install drinking fountain and message board
City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019
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7. Alger Centenntial Arena
The Alger Centennital Arena is a 24,000 sq. foot building constructed in 1985 located at 110 East
Varnum Street. It is on a 0.3 acre site. Accessibility Rating: 2.
Building amenities include:
• Kitchen and concession area
• Changing rooms and restrooms
• Ice surface (seasonal)
• Equipped with artificial ice making ability in 1994
• Facility is rented for group events when not in use as an ice arena
• During the winter the arena is mainly used by the local hockey program
• Alternative hours set aside for open skate
• City took over operational responsibility for the arena in 2007
DNR Grant History
Project Number: 26-01322
• Year: 1984
• Grant Amount: $219,992.37
• Project Status: Closed
• Project Description:
Ice Arena Building
Site Development

8. Tourist Park
Tourist Park is located in Grand Island Township on Lake Superior. It is a popular summer
camping destination. It is a water accessable campsite and is along the Lake Superior Hiawatha
Water Trail. It is on a 91 acre site. Accessibility Rating: 2.
• 116 total campsties
• 21 sites with full water, electric, and sewer hookup
• 23 rustic tent sites on Lake Superior
• Sand beach on lakefront
• Office for registration and snacks
• Pavilion structure and two buildings that house restrooms and showers
• City owned facility is operated through a concessionaire
DNR Grant History
Project Number: 26-00213
Year: 1970
Grant Amount: $82,500.00
Project Status: Closed
Project Description:
70 Site Campground
Site Development, Infrastructure, Office
Page 11
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Shelter
Dump Station
Camp Stoves
Picnic Tables
Landscaping
Water System
Project Number: TF06-082
Year: 2006
Grant Amount: $210,500
Project Status: Active
Project Description:
Pavilion w/Restrooms/Showers
Campsites (Grading/Paving)
Well/Septic
Water, Sewer, Electric Services
Timber Foot Bridge
Viewing Platform
MNRTF Plaque
Project Number: TF13-142
Year: 2013
Grant Amount: $200,000
Project Status: Active
Project Description:
New campsites
New toilet/shower building
Other park upgrades
Accessibility improvements

Figure 8: Heroes Field

9. Heroes Field
Heroes Field is a City owned baseball field located in Brown’s Addition on City property. The field
is 2.75 acres. Accessibility Rating: 3.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Serves as the “home” field for many age groups
Masonry building containing grade-level restrooms and storage
Two sets of portable bleachers
Concrete Dugouts
Backstop
Lights for night games
Fencing surrounding the playing area
Parking at the site is limited
Underground sprinkler system
Field converted to an outdoor skating rink during the winter
Created and maintained by the Munising Department of Public Works

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019
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10. Skate Park
The Munising Skate Park is located across from the Alger Centennial Arena on Varnum Street. It is
on a 0.3 acre site. Accessibility Rating: 1.
• Recreational area for skateboarders to develop their sport and technique
• The land was donated to the City
• Local fundraising provided equipment for the skate park

11. Munising Bay Mountain Biking Trailhead
This facility is planned to be built across M-28 from Heroes Field at the start of a 1.6 mile trail with
different trail types to meet the abilities of diverse users. Planned Accessibility Rating: 5.
•
•
•
•

Accessible restroom
Paved parking lot
Trail signage
Accessible to handcycles

DNR Grant History
Project Number: TF13-141
Year: 2013
Grant Amount: $194,100
Project Status: Active
Project Description:
Accessible mountain biking trailhead

3.2 Area Parks and Recreation Facilities
This section features some of the parks and recreation facilities that are not owned by the City of
Munising, but are in close proximity to the City and are frequently used by area residents.

1. Anna River Boat Launch Ramp
The Anna River Boat Launch Ramp is located on Neenah Paper property and is next to Munising Bay.
The launch is managed by the CIty. Assessibility Rating: 3.
• Hard surfaced ramp for launching into the river
• Accessible fishing pier that extends into Munising Bay
• Parking capacity of 62
• Rustic toilets placed at the site are the responsibility of the City
DNR Grant History
Project Number: TF12-039
• Year: 2012
Page 13
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Figure 9: The Anna River Boat Launch

Figure 10: Pier at the Anna River Boat Launch

• Grant Amount: $86,200
• Project Status: Active
• Project Description:
		
Improvements to the pier
		
Construction of accessible vault toilet
		Landscaping
		
Accessible kayak launch

2. Kid’s Connection Playground
Kid’s Connection Playground is located on Munising Public Schools property adjacent to the
Central Elementary School on Jewell Street. Accessibility Rating: 2.
• Rustic-like motif within a fenced area
• Unsupervised play allowed from 8am to 10pm
• Facility is in good condition

3. Rudy Olson Memorial Falls
Rudy Olson Memorial Falls can be accessed from H-58 at the base of Washington St. Accessibility
Rating: 3.
•
•
•
•

Formerly Tannery Falls
Donated to the Michigan Nature Association by the widow of Mr. Olson in 1987
No provisions for visitor parking
Features a drop of about 40’ from a rock shelf to its canyon below

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019
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4. MNA Memorial Falls
MNA Memorial Falls is located a few hundred feet off of Nestor Street on the City’s east side.
• About 500’ from Rudy Olson Memorial Falls, but on a different stream
• Acquired by the Michigan Nature Association in 1987

5. Soccer Field at Munising High School
The soccer field is located west of Munising High School
• Perimeter fencing

6. R. W. Nebel Field
The facility is situated at the end of Park Street at Varnum Street and serves as Munising High
School’s football stadium.
• City owned site was leased to the Munising Public Schools in 1965 for 50 years
• Peewee football and T-ball are held here
• Track and field events held here

7. Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore is a park area that extends from Munising to Grand Marais. It
is managed by the National Park Service. In 2013, there were approximately 575,000 visits to the
park.

Figure 11: The Pictured Rocks, east of Munising
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• Interpretive center located at Munising Falls , open May through October
• Year round interagency visitor center located at the junction of M-28/H-58 (E. Munising Ave.)
Operated in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service
• Park headquarters are located on Sand Point Rd.
• Altran service transports hikers during summer months
• Campsites located along trail every 2-5 miles, twenty-one single and group campsites along trail
Non-hikers can access three campgrounds from H-58
Campsites located at Hurricane River, Twelvemile Beach, and Little Beaver campgrounds
• Activities include: picnicking, boating, kayaking, canoeing, swimming, hiking, fishing, and hunting
• Winter activities include: cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and ice climbing
• H-58 is paved through Alger County.
• Most recent general management plan released in 2004
Provides framework for management of the lakeshore’s resources and visitor use
Defines the relationship of the shoreline zone and inland buffer zone at the national lakeshore
Discusses the level of improvement for H-58, the main road through the lakeshore

8. Sand Point Beach
Sand Point Beach is located on Lake Superior just east of Munising and is part of the Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore.
• Undeveloped sand beach has frequently been rated as one of the top beaches in the United States
• Ideal for children
• Great for kayak launching
• Popular spot for watching the sunset over Munising Bay

Figure 12: View of Sand Point Beach from Munising Bay
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9. Wagner Falls
Wagner Falls is located 1.5 miles south of Munising on M-94 on Wagner Creek. Accessibility
Rating: 2.
• Owned and maintained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
• Short walking trail begins at the parking area and leads to a series of small waterfalls that stretch out
for 100’

Figure 13: Wagner Falls

10. Alger Falls
Alger Falls is located about 1 mile south of Munising at the M-28/M-94 junction along Alger Creek.
Accessibility Rating: 3.
• Waterfalls cascades down about 30’ of rock
• Easily visible along the east side of M-28 for 100’

11. Grand Island
Grand Island is an island located in Munising Bay. Accessibility Rating: 3.
• Land acquired from Cliffs Natural Resources in 1990
• Island is accessible by private boat of Forest Service ferry that departs from Grand Island landing
• Visitors can hike, camp, fish, sightsee, bike or kayak
• Altran provides a bus tour of the island from June 15th-October
• All but 44 of the island’s 13,500 acres are part of the Hiawatha National Forest
• 23 mile trail for biking and hiking follows the shoreline
• Campsites include fire rings, picnic tables and bear poles, cabins are available for rent
• Day use area has been developed at Murray Bay that includes:
Toilets, benches, pedestal grills
Page 17
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• East Channel Lighthouse is an historic structure that can be viewed from the City’s east side
Located on private property, not open to the public
The structure was restored and protected with a seawall in 2000.

12. Horseshoe Falls
Horseshoe Falls is accessible from Bell Avenue near the southern City limit. Accessibility Rating: 3.
• Privately owned site
• Small admission fee required
• Open daily from May 1-October 1

13. Grand Island Scenic Turnout
The Scenic Turnout is located just past the western end of the City limits. Accessibility Rating: 3.
• MDOT rest area
• Vaulted toilets, drinking water, picnic table, information
• Short pathway leading to an overlook of Grand Island and Munising Bay

14. Munising Snowmobile Trail
The Munising Trail branches from the Christmas Trail south of Christmas and extends through the
City’s highlands before entering the residential area at Grand Street. The Munising Trail connects
to a larger network of snowmobile trails that extends across Alger County and the rest of the
Upper Peninsula. Accessibility Rating: 2.
• Used heavily in winter months
• Snowmobiles are permitted to use designated City roadways with restrictions applied to speed as
well as hours of operation

Figure 14: Snowmobile on Munising Bay
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15. Bay Furnace Campground
Bay Furnace Campground is located about 3 miles west of Munising on M-28 in Christmas.
Accessibility Rating: 3.
• Used heavily in winter months
• Snowmobiles are permitted to use designated City roadways with restrictions applied to speed as
well as hours of operation

16. Valley Spur Trail
The Valley Spur Trail (and warming shelter) is located along M-94 about 5 miles southwest of
Munising. Accessibility Rating: 2.
• A year-round, non-motorized, multi-use trail that has strong support from the community
• 12 groomed and marked cross-country ski trails that cover 42 miles
• Rental equipment and food available in the warming shelter
• Included under the Noquemanon Trail Network that extends into Marquette County
• Grooming and maintenance as well as lodge operations are the responsibility of the non-profit
group, Friends of Valley Spur
• 26 miles of biking trails for mountain biking enthusiasts, more trail miles are under construction
All trails are shared with hikers

17. Alger County Underwater Preserve
The Preserve extends from Au Train Point to Au Sable Point. Accessibility Rating: N/A.
•
•
•
•

113 square mile area declared as an Underwater Preserve by the MDNR in 1981
13 dive sites designated where varying features can be viewed at depths from 6’ to 100’
Sunken ships, large colorful rocks and sea caves
Shipwrecks include:
BERMUDA
MANHATTAN
HERMAN H. HETTLER
SMITH MOORE
SUPERIOR
KIOWA
STEVEN M. SELVICK-intentionally sunk steel tug as a dive site

18. U.S. Forest Service Pathways
U.S. Forest Service Pathways are located throughout the Munising area and Alger County.
Accessibility Rating: 1.
• Trails accommodate cross-country skiing, biking, hiking and horseback riding
Page 19
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19. Pictured Rocks Golf and Country Club
Pictured Rocks Golf Club is located east of the City along H-58. Accessibility Rating: 3.
• 18-hole course
• 6,296 yards of golf from the longest tees
• Par 71
• Front 9 opened in 1968
• Back 9 opened in 1995
• Practice putting green
• Driving range
• Restaurant/bar
• Rental clubs
• Lessons
• Pro shop

20. Robert McQuisten Munising Township Recreational Area
The Robert McQuisten Munising Township Recreational Area is a 28 acre park located in Wetmore.
Accessibility Rating: 2.
Amenities include:
• Little League Field
• Two full basketball courts
• Playground
• Munising Township Building was designed and constructed to meet all applicable accessibility
standards at the time of construction

21. Wetmore Community Park
The Wetmore Community Park is a .75 acre park located in Wetmore adjacent to the Munising
Township Complex site. Accessibility Rating: 1.
• Tennis courts
• ½ basketball court
• Tot lot

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019
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4

Planning and Public Input Process
4.1 Community Description
Determining trends in the community is a necessary step in preparing for the future. Assessing
the number of people in the community and their demographic characteristics helps planners and
policymakers to determine the needs of the community. For recreation planning, population data is
useful when applying recreation standards to a community.
While the population in the State of Michigan increased in the last twenty years, Alger County and the
City of Munising have experienced a slow decline in population. Population trends are shown in Table
4-1. With a 1940 population of 4,409, the 2010 population was recorded at 2,355 persons, marking a
47 percent decrease. Beginning in 1940, population loss was recorded in every decade with the most
dramatic occurring after 1960. The three-decade period from 1960 to 1990 marked a population
decline of 34 percent, or 1,445 persons. From 1990 to 2010 the population declined by 15 percent.
Au Train and Munising Townships, both of which border the City, saw their populations more than
double from 1940 to 2010. Populations for all Alger County units of government from 1940 to 2010 are
presented in Table 4-1.

Figure 15: View of Munising Bay from Anna River Boat Launch
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Table 4-1
Population of Alger County Communities 1940-2010

Government Unit 1940

1950

City of Munising 4,409

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

%
change
19402010

2010

4,339 4,228 3,677 3,083 2,783 2,539

2,355

-47

Au Train Twp

467

529

508

545

928

1,047

1,172

1,138

+244

Burt Twp

570

624

457

424

539

508

480

522

-9

Chatham Village

-

-

275

246

315

268

231

220

-

Grand Island Twp

31

73

40

32

23

21

45

47

-152

Limestone Twp

829

535

330

302

373

334

407

438

-53

Mathias Twp

827

726

742

644

680

563

571

554

-33

2,193

3,125

2,983

+278

244

310

352

+150

1,202 1,408

1,279

1,213

1,212

-30

Alger County 10,167 10,007 9,250 8,568 9,225

8,972

9,862

9,601

-6

Munising
1,073
Township
Onota Twp

234

Rock River Twp
(Includes
1,727
Chatham)

1,412

1,408 1,614 1,963

293

183

128

1,476

1,354

228

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1940-2010

Population estimates are generally produced every year between decennial censuses for each
incorporated place and county subdivision in the United States. These estimates are the product of a
joint effort by the Population Division of the U.S. Census Bureau and the Federal State Cooperative
Program for Population Estimates (FSCPE). The estimates show a continuing decline of the population
for the City of Munising as well as Alger County (Table 4-2).
Table 4-2
Population Estimates, Alger County 2000-2010
Gov. Unit

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Munising

2,539

2,495

2,486

2,425

2,400

2,353

2,344 2,350

2,326

2,320

2,355

Alger County

9,862

9,807

9,736

9,643

9,611

9,539

9,543 9,650

9,509

9,286 9,554

Source: US Bureau of the Census, Subcounty and County Population Estimates,
http://www.census.gov/popest/data/historical/index.html, 2014
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4.1.2 Age Characteristics
The age of the residents of an area may indicate emerging needs for recreational facilities.
Age Distribution of Munising Residents, 2010

3%
12%

24%

Preschool: Under 5
School Age: 5-19
Working Age: 20-64
Retirement Age: Over 65

61%

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2008-2012.

The median age of Munising residents was 38.3 in 2010. Over half of the population is in the working
age category (age 20-64).

4.1.3 Gender
The majority of the adult population (18 and over) in the City of Munising is female (52.6%).

4.1.4 Household Characteristics
Evaluation of the changes in household characteristics in a community can often provide additional
insights about population trends. Household relationships reflect changing social values, economic
conditions, and demographic changes such as increased lifespan and the increasing mobility of our
society.
The Census defines a household as all persons who occupy a housing unit, i.e., a single family, one
person living alone, two or more families living together, or any group or related or unrelated persons
sharing living quarters. A family consists of a householder and one or more persons living in the same
household who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption. A non-family household can be one person
living alone, or any combination of people not related by blood, marriage or adoption.
In the years from 2000 to 2010, the average household size remained about the same. The number of
family households continued to decrease from 655 to 527 or 20 percent.
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Non-family households, during the same decade, also decreased by 20 percent. These numbers reflect
the decrease in the total number of households during these years. General household characteristics
are presented in Table 4-3.

Household Type
Family
Households
MarriedCouple Family
Female
Householder
Male
Householder
Non-Family
Households
Total
Households
Average
Household Size

Table 4-3
Household Characteristics
2000
2010
Number
Percent
Number
Percent
655

58.7

527

59

499

44.8

376

42

114

10.2

100

11

42

3.8

51

6

460

41.3

368

41

1,115

100.0

895

100

2.17

n/a

2.13

n/a

Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, 2010 Census

4.1.5 People with Disabilities
The City of Munising Parks and Recreation Committee seeks to make facilities universally accessable
in order to accomodate all community members. In 2010, the City of Munising had 28 individuals age
5-17 with a disability, 200 individuals aged 18 to 64 with a disability and 248 individuals aged 65 and over
with a disability.

4.1.6 Economic Characteristics
The median household income, estimated in the 2010 census was $34,650. 9.4 percent of families were
below the poverty level. The distribution of income in the city by households is presented in Table 4-4
on the next page.
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Table 4-4
Income by Household Size, 2012
Income Range
Number of Households
Less than $10,000
70
$10,000 to $14,999
59
$15,000 to $24,999
149
$25,000 to $34,999
203
$35,000 to 49,000
154
$50,000 to $74,000
139
$75,000 to $99,999
73
$100,000 or more
84

Percent
7.5
6.3
16
21.8
16.5
14.9
7.8
9

Source: Table DP-3 Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics:
2008-2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Community Economic Base
Munising’s economy has benefitted from abundance of natural resources in the region. Manufacturing
industries like the Neenah Paper Mill and the Timber Products Michigan sawmill and veneer mill provide
a strong base of employment. According to the US Bureau of the Census, nearly 12.8 percent of Munising
workers are employed in the natural resources or manufacturing industry.
In recent years tourism has significantly increased in the City. The Pictured Rocks Cruises, based in
Munising Bay, is just one of the attractions that draws people from around the country into Munising.
In addition, multi-use trail networks have expanded across the Upper Peninsula in recent years which
have also brought more tourists into the area. Tourism is a significant contributor to the economy of
the area. The National Park Service reported in 2013 that tourism at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
provided 306 jobs and $23.5 million in economic activity in communities near the park. This money is
spent mostly on lodging and at local restaurants.
Economic activity in the service and retail trade sectors has favorably impacted employment as the
tourist industry has grown. The most recent American Community Survey estimates that 26 percent
of Munising residents work in the service industry. Community groups such as the Greater Munising
Bay Partnership for Commerce Development and Munising Downtown Development Authority have
worked to bring about infrastructure improvements and have initiated marketing programs which have
benefitted the local economy. The City’s industrial park has water, sewer, electricity, gas and all-season
road access available, but is largely unoccupied.

4.1.7 Population Density
The City’s land area of 9.1 square miles and 2010 population of 2,355 results in a population density of 436
persons per square mile. Munising is a relatively dense community compared to the surrounding area.
Alger County’s 2010 population density was 1.9 persons per square mile, while the State of Michigan’s
was 102.2 persons per square mile.
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4.1.8 Natural Features
Munising is situated on the southern shore of Lake Superior and is surrounded by many areas of forests
and parklands. The proximity to nature and seasonal changes foster many opprotunities for year-round
recreation.

Topography
The City’s terrain ranges from very hilly inland to nearly level along the shoreline. Lake Superior’s
mean elevation is 602 feet above sea level. Elevations reach as high as 960 feet above sea level on
the southwestern and eastern City boundaries. These conditions have limited development to areas of
lower elevation and less severe gradient. Developed lands generally slope toward Lake Superior.

Water Features
Munising is known for the many waterfalls in and around the City. Water features within and adjacent to
the City of Munising include the Anna River, Munising Falls Creek, Tannery Creek, Joe’s Creek, and Lake
Superior.
The Anna River originates at the Anna Marsh in the
Hiawatha National Forest southwest of the City and
flows along the eastern edge of the downtown area
into Munising Bay of Lake Superior immediately east
of the Neenah paper mill. Munising Falls Creek enters
the City from the east and empties into Munising Bay
just north of Tannery Creek. Tannery Creek enters
Lake Superior about one-half mile northeast of the
mouth of the Anna River. Joe’s Creek flows from the
high elevations along the west side of Brook Street
and enters the Anna River east of the Canadian
National railroad tracks nearly due north of Sheridan
Avenue.
Lake Superior is the largest body of fresh water on the
planet and the largest of the Great Lakes. It is about
350 miles in length, 160 miles wide at a depth as great
as 1,300 feet. Immortalized in Henry Longfellow’s
“Song of Hiawatha,” Lake Superior is inspiring in its
size, depth, and beauty.

Figure 16: One of the many waterfalls near Munising

The City’s 6.7 miles of Lake Superior shoreline
provides a panoramic view of the Bay and Grand Island. Although identified as South Bay on many
maps, it is locally known as Munising Bay. Activity along the shoreline peaks in the summer season
with attractions such as Pictured Rocks boat tours, the Alger Underwater Preserve located in Munising
Bay, glass-bottom boat excursions, sport fishing, varied recreational activity within the Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore and as the gateway to the Grand Island National Recreation Area.
City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019
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Floodplains and Wetlands
Wetland areas exist along and near the M-28 corridor adjacent to the Anna River. These wetland areas
provide habitat for a wide variety of plant and animal species. Bird and wildlife viewing is a common
recreational activity enjoyed by Munising residents as well as by tourists. Park and recreation facilities
in the area are at a low risk of flooding. The Federal Emergency Management Agency determines flood
hazard areas in consonance with its administration of the National Flood Insurance Program. The City
has been classified as all “Zone C” which means no special flood hazard areas have been determined
within the City. Lake Superior’s Open Coast Flood Level for the 100-year floodplain is 604.3 feet above
mean sea level.

Climate
Lake Superior is a major factor in the local climate. The lake effect increases cloudiness and snowfall
during the fall and winter and also modifies temperatures, keeping them cooler during the late spring
and early summer, and warmer during the late fall and early winter. July is on average the sunniest
month while November and December average the least amount of potential sunshine. As ice builds on
Lake Superior, the City experiences temperature variations similar to interior locations. The prevailing
wind is westerly, averaging 9 miles per hour. The mean annual temperature is 42 degrees Fahrenheit.
January’s temperature mean of 17 degrees Fahrenheit makes it the coldest month while July with a
mean temperature of 65 degrees Fahrenheit is the warmest. Recorded extremes are -40 and +103
degrees Fahrenheit.

Figure 17: Munising area waterfall in the winter
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Precipitation from 1951 to 1980 averaged 33.45 inches per year. The annual snowfall average during the
years 1950 to 1980 was 147 inches. The average growing season is about 107 days based on the average
last freezing date of June 6 and average first freeze date of September 23.

4.1.9 Land Use
The current land use inventory of the City of Munising indicates that 2,540 acres of land is in forest
use, or about 75 percent of the City’s total land use. In terms of total acreage, this land use category
is followed by urban and built up and nonforested which consume 688 and 92 acres, respectively. The
community is surrounded by rural communities and forested areas. Map 3-1 in Appendix A illustrates
the land uses in the City and immediate vicinity.

4.1.10 Transportation System
Highway M-28 extends approximately 3.0 miles through the City, entering at the south-central boundary
and following the Lake Superior shoreline to the northwest corporate city limit bordering Grand Island
Township. Traffic from the south and east converge at the intersection of M-28 and M-94 just south of
the City limit.
The City’s 7.49 miles of designated major streets include the following:
• Munising Avenue-H-58 east of Cedar Street				
• Washington Street-Sand Point Road
• Superior Street from Hickory to Cedar
• Onota from Elm to Cedar
• Chocolay from Elm to Maple
• Jewell from Elm to Maple
• Veterans Memorial Drive
• Elm from Jewell to Veterans Memorial Drive
• Maple from Jewell to Munising Avenue
• Birch from Onota to Munising Avenue
• Hickory, Hemlock, Spruce, and Lynn Streets from Superior to Munising Avenue
Those city or village roads, exclusive of state trunk line highways, county roads and those included in
the major street system, constitute the local street system. Munising has 11.55 miles of designated
local streets. The process of approval, additions and deletions is the same as with other road system
designations.
Munising is also served by Altran, the coutny-wide public transportation system. Altran provides
transportation to all parts of Alger County as well as to and from Marquette. Altran also provides
transportation on Grand Island and in Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore for hikers during summer
months.
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4.2 Planning Methodology
There are many approaches to developing a recreation plan to respond to and prepare for community
needs. One method is the standard system. Standards that have been developed by the National
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) provide a scale against which an existing recreation system
can be measured so the guidelines for future needs can be created. Standards link the number of acres
to the community’s population.
In addition to considering recreation standards, the City has also used a “systems thinking” approach to
additional consider aspects of the community in order to assess its recation needs. A systems to planning
considers broad community needs, local and regional factors, and citizen input to determine the plan
for the community. In recreation planning, a system approach incorporates stakeholder opinions with
considerations of how community recreational facilities meet both local and regional recreation needs.

4.2.1 Non-Motorized Transportation
As part of the above mentioned systems aproach to planning, the City also promotes recreation and
community health in its Non-Motorized Transportation Plan, developed in 2013. Opportunities for
recreation and exercise do not need to always occur at an official recreation facility. Informal recreation,
such as walking and commuting via bicycle, are important for people to maintain thier overall wellbeing. In addition, these alternative modes of transit are beneficial for the environment and result in
fewer road maintenance costs. The Non-Motorized Transportation Plan and this Recreation Plan share
similar goals and seek to create additional biking and walking trails throughout the City. The plans
should be views as complementary and not in competition with eachother.
The City’s Non-Motorized Transportation Plan promotes pedestrian saftey, the continued development
of bike paths throughout the City, and enhanced walkability throughout the downtown Munising area.
The survey conducted as part of the planning
process for this recreation plan showed wide
spread support for the continued development
of walking and biking paths in the City. In
addition, the survey indicated that many
people are in support of saftey enhancements
for pedestrian crossings.
In
addition
to
local
non-motorized
transportation efforts, the State of Michigan
has also been working to expand and promote
hiking and biking trail development. The North
Country Trail that extends through the lower
and upper peninsulas of Michigan, as well as
through six other states, passes through Alger
County and Munising.
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Figure 18: Area proposed to be improved to promote walking.
Alley north of Munising Ave.
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The Lake Superior Hiawatha Water Trail runs along Munising’s coastline. The trail in its entirety follows over 120
miles of Upper Peninsula shoreline. Water-accesssable camping is available at Tourist Park.

4.2.2 Facility Development Guidelines
A direct comparison of the suggested NRPA facility development standards to the existing facilities owned by
the City of Munising is shown below.
Table 4-5
Comparison of Existing Recreational Facilities to Suggested NRPA Standards
No. of units per
Standard required No. of Existing Deficiency per
Activity/Facility
population
for Munising
Facilities
Standards?
Badminton
1 per 5000
0.5
0
Yes
Basketball
1 per 5000
0.5
1
No
Handball (3-4 wall)
1 per 20,000
0.15
0
Yes
Ice Hockey
Indoor: 1 per
0.03
1
No
100,000
Outdoor: Depends
on climate
Tennis 1 court per 2000
1
2
No
Volleyball 1 court per 5000
0.5
0
Yes
Baseball
1 per 5000
0.5
1
No
1. Official
Lighted:
2. Little Leauge
1 per 30,000
0.2
No
Field Hockey
1 per 20,000
0.15
0
Yes
Football
1 per 20,000
0.15
1 (school)
No
Soccer
1 per 10,000
0.25
1 (school)
No
Golf-driving range
1 per 50,000
0.05
0
Yes
¼ - Mile Running
1 per 20,000
Track
Softball 1 per 5,000 (if also
used for youth
baseball)
Multiple
1 per 10,000
Recreation Court
(Basketball,
Volleyball, Tennis)
Trails
1 system per
region
Archery Range
1 per 50,000
Combination
Skeet and Trap
Field (8 station)

1 per 50,000
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0.15

0

yes

.5

1

No

.25

0

Yes

N/A

No

0.05

4+ (not City
owned)
0

Yes

0.05

0

Yes
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Table 4-6 (Continued)
Activity/Facility
Golf
1. Par 3 (18-hole)
2. 9-hole standard
3. 18-hole standard
Swimming Pools
Beach Areas

No. of units per
Standard
population
required for area

No. of Existing
Facilities

Deficiency per
Standards?

0

---

----

1/25,000

0.1

1/50,000

0.05

1 (privatley
owned)

No

0.3

0

Yes

N/A

2

N/A

1 per 20,000
N/A

0

No
No

4.2.3 Open Space Recommendations
Open space needs are usually assessed using space standards, the most common and widely used
measure of a recreation system’s adequacy. Total park and recreation space is usually expressed as
acres per population. These space standards, used by the DNR, are useful in assessing current and
future open space needs and demand (Table 4-7). In most catagories the City falls short of the standard
number of open space acres recommended. The City should seek to expand the number of acres in its
park system.
Table 4-7 Open Space Standards
Facility Name
Acreage
Standard Acreage
Mini Parks
Skate Park
0.15 Acres
Tannery Park Overlook
0.33 Acres
Total Mini Park
0.48 Acres
2 to 4 Acres
Neighborhood Parks
Tot Lot at Brown’s
0.5 Acres
Addition
Tot Lot at Lynn Street
0.6 Acres
Total Neighborhood Park
0.6
7 to 14 Acres
Community Parks
Bayshore Park/Marina
4.5 Acres
Municipal Boat Launch
2.25 Acres
Total Community Park
6.75 Acres
36 to 58 Acres
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Facility Name

Acreage
Sports Parks
Alger Centennial Arena
0.3 Acres
Heroes Field
2.75 Acres
Total Sports Park Acreage
3.05 Acres
Regional Parks
Tourist Park
91 Acres
Total Regional Park Acreage
91 Acres

Standard Acreage

N/A

58 to 72

4.2.4 National Park and Recreation Standards
The National Park and Recreation Association has suggested standards for park size and type based on
the population of the area. No standards exist to determine how much open space a community needs;
however, these standards can be used as guidelines in the planning process. Appendix D includes a
table of these suggested standards.
The City of Munising possesses over 101 acres of City owned public parks and recreation land. The
breakdown of this recreational land includes 0.48 acres of mini parks, 0.11 acres of neighborhood parks,
6.75 acres of community parks, 3.05 acres of sports parks and 91 acres of regional parks. Comparing
the NPRA standards with the number of acres of recreational land found in the City, the City has excess
acreage of land in one of five of the park and recreation types. The City of Munising falls short of the
standard set by the NPRA.

4.2.5 Park Accessibility Standards
All of the recreational sites in Munising are not completely accessible.
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) identified specific standards that would ensure that
persons with disabilities have the same opportunities to fully participate, live independently and
be economically self-sufficient within society. The Act is comprised of five sections: Employment,
Public Accommodations, Transportation, State and Local Government Operations, and
Telecommunications.
Title II of the ADA, Public Accommodations, is relevant to the level of accessibility and equal
provisions of service at publicly owned outdoor recreation sites. This title states that discrimination
against persons with disabilities is prohibited in all services, programs, or activities provided by public
entities. The general requirements set forth under this section came into effect on January 26, 1992.
Remodeling or new construction of facilities and buildings had the same deadline date to become
accessible to the disabled. In existing buildings and facilities, nonstructural changes to improve
accessibility were required by January 26, 1992, while all structural improvements of the facilities and
buildings were required by January 26, 1995.
The barrier free accessibility requirements for parks is provided in Appendix E.
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4.4 Public Input Process
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources requires that two methods be used to incorporate public
input into the recreation planning process. The City of Munising first used a survey to get community
feedback on the recreation planning process. A survey was used in order to obtain comments and
suggestions from a wide variety of people in the community. Paper copies of the plan were distributed
around the City and an electronic version of the survey was also posted online and widely publicized.
The results of the community survey are presented in Appendix F. Approximately 171 surveys were
returned, but not all were completed in their entirety.
The City of Munising advertised the draft plan was available for review on December 3rd, 2014. A copy
of the plan was placed in the Munising City Hall for public review. A copy of the advertisement can be
found in Appendix G. No comments were received. After the 30 day public review period, the City of
Munising held a public hearing on January 7, 2014 to secure public input regarding to this recreation
plan. A copy of the public notice for this meerting can be found in Appendix H. No comments were
made during the hearing. A copy of the minutes from this meeting can be found in Appendix I. The City’s
Parks and Recreation Committee also reviewed and approved the plan. The City Commission and the
Parks and Recreation Committee’s resolutions of approval can be found in Appendix I.

Figure 19: Outside the Munising Skate Park
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5

Recreation Goals
The goals that follow serve to guide the City’s recreation planning and development process.
Consideration and observance of recreation policies should ultimately lead a community toward the
attainment of its short and long term goals.
Specific development projects and programs should initially be evaluated with respect to the recreation
goals and then in terms of the proposal’s contribution to the recreation system of the City of Munising.
Goals developed by the Recreation Committee are listed below.
Goal: To provide the citizens of Munising and the surrounding areas with the most diverse array of
recreational opportunities possible
Policies:
• Provide recreation opportunities of all types to all ages, genders, and abilities.
• Whenever possible, facilities should be for multiple uses and/or year round use.
• Proposed projects should seek to eliminate recreation deficiencies as described in the plan
		
as well as respond to citizen input.
• Maximize available state and federal funding sources to continue to develop recreation
		facilities.
• Devevlop collaborative partnerships with non-profit community organizations that promote
		recreation.
Goal: To provide our community opportunities to stay healthy while exercising.
Policies:
• Develop and maintain trails and pathways.
• Support fitness programming through the APRD
• Continue to implement the City’s Non-Motorized Transportation Plan.
Goal: Offer recreation facilities that the Munising community can be proud of.
Policies:
• Facilities should be designed to compliment and preserve the surrounding natural beauty of
		the area.
• Facilities should contribute to Munising’s unique sense of place.
• The Public Works department should maintain the current facilities in good condition.
• Existing facilities should be upgraded before new ones are built.
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5.1 Action Plan 2015-2019
The City of Munising Recreation Committee, through the recreation development schedule, planned a number
of necessary and valuable recreation projects to enhance the quality of life for all demographic groups. The
Committe also used public input to identify and plan for recreation projects. The Committee has also recognized
the need for maintenance improvements to existing facilities that are not specifically reflected in the City’s
capital plan. These maintenance improvements are performed by City staff with the volunteer assistance from
the community as needed.
Under ideal circumstances a plan should always result in action; however, this outcome is not always achieved.
Thus, communities need to maximize their efforts to attain the general goals defined by a particular plan. It is
the City Commission’s understanding that this development schedule should be followed closley, except when
extraordinary circumstances develop.
The recreation development schedule highlights the City’s top priorities as follows:

Ranking
1

Project Name
Bayshore Park
Improvements

2

City Marina
Expansion
Boat Launch
Improvements
Bike Path
Improvements
Tot Lot Playground
Improvements
Tannery Park
Playground
Tennis Courts

3
4
5
6
7
8

10

Alger Arena
Improvements
Tourist Park
Improvements
Heroes Field

11

Skate Park

12

Land Acquisition

9
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Table 5-1
Recreation Development Schedule
Year
Cost (Funding Source)
2015
TBD (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
2015

TBD (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
2015
$15,000 (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local MatchGeneral Fund)
2015-2019 TBD (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
2016
TBD (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
2016
$30,000 (State and Private and Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
2017
$50,000 (State and Private and Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
2015-2019 $200,000 (MDOT Transportation Enhancement Grant, Local
Match- General Fund)
2017
TBD (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
2017
$30,000 (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local MatchGeneral Fund)
2018
$10,000 (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local MatchGeneral Fund)
2015-2019 TBD (State, Federal and Private Grants, Local Match- General
Fund)
City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019

Each project listed in the Recreation Development Schedule is described in detail below.
1. Bayshore Park Improvements
This park area is a priority for the City as it is located in a highly-visiable area and recieves a great deal
of use during summer months. In order to support the weekly summertime farmer’s market that takes
place at the park, the City want to create an area where temorary tents can be placed. In addition, this
tent area would also be available for other temporary events, such as fairs. The City also recognizes
that there is a demand for a swimming beach along the waterfont and will work to provide a safe place
for this activity at the park.
2. City Marina Expantion
The marina is conveniently located within Munising’s DDA District. The marina is currently filled to
capacity, with a waiting list. There is also a commercial enterprise, Pictured Rocks Tours, which operates
from the marina. An expansion would include one or two new piers with slips. One pier would be
a floating pier and the other would be a fixed pier. The DDA purchased land that would be used as
parking and the main pier would be added on for protection. In addition, the City would like to install a
diesel fueling station.
3. Boat Launch (at Brown’s Addition)
This lot often becomes full from the cars of people who are not using the boat launch. The City would
like to install an automatic toll gate so that only people who want to use the boat launch will park in this
area.
4. Bike Path Improvments and Expanstion
The public input process has shown that there is a huge demand for bike paths in the community.
Especially for a bike path along the water as well as for more trail connections to existing mountain
biking networks. In addition, this effort is aligned with a State-wide effort to build and connect trails.
5. Playground Improvements
All existing City playgrounds are in need of playground equipment upgrades. The vast majority of the
existing playground equipment is outdated; safety improvements would be a benefit of equipment
replacement as well. The City would also like to increase the amount and variety of playground
equipment available at parks throughout the City.
6. Tannery Park Improvements
The City has observed that this park area is underutilized. Installing unique playground equipment at
the park will encourage more use.
7. Tennis Courts
Tennis is a very popular sport in the City and the existing courts are in high-demand during summer
months. Building more two courts in the City responds to the needs of residents and can make it
possible to hold tournaments.
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8. Alger Arena Maintenance and Improvments
The Alger Arena is an aging structure in need of many updates. The arena needs new hockey boards
and glass, new benches and bleachers, a heated viewing area, ranging from a new set of locker rooms
with showers, a dehumidification system, upgraded air compressors, a new interior coat of paint, the
relocation of the Zamboni and garage to the southwest corner, new tables and chairs, and upgrades
to the kitchen. The arena is a heavily used and important asset to the community. Its continued
maintenance and related improvments are a priority for the City.
9. Tourist Park Improvements
This park receives heavy use during summer months from tourists and needs to be kept in good condition
to keep campers coming to the area. The Tourist Park playground is long overdue for replacement
equipment. The project would entail a complete overhaul of the equipment. All equipment would be
replaced with new and wood chips would be installed for a soft ground cover. In addition, the park
would benefit from a boat launch, improved roads, a new office building, an upgraded septic field, a
well back-up for the water system, and the replacement and relocation of electric and water lines.
10. Heroes Field
This baseball field needs a new scorebord to facilitate the frequent league games that occur there during
sumer months. The field area needs a sprinkler system in order to stay in good condition. In addition,
batting cages and an impoved parking area would greatly enhance this facility for the community.
11. Skate Park
The park would benefit from additional equipment for skaters as well as the addition of picnic tables.
12. Land Acquisition
The City would like to acquire additional land for recreational purposes in various locations, when
feasible. This effort will support the development of future recreation facilities.

Figure 21: Tannery Park
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Map 1-1: Location
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Map 2-1: City Parks and Recreational Facilities
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Recreation Association
Standards
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NPRA Suggested Facility Development Standards
Activity/
Facility

Recommended
Space Req.
1620 sq. ft.

Badminton

Basketball
1. Youth
2. High
School
3. Collegiate

2400–3036 sq. ft.
5040-7280 sq. ft.
5600-7980 sq. ft.
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46’-50’ x 84’
50’ x 84’
50’ x 94’
with 5’
unobstructed
space on all sides

Long axis north –
south.

Long axis north –
south.

No. of
units per
population

Service
Radius

1 per 5000

¼ - ½ mile

1 per 5000

Same as badminton.
Outdoor courts
in neighborhood
¼ - ½ mile
and community
parks, plus active
recreation areas in
other park settings.

Location Notes
Usually in school,
recreation center or
church facility. Safe
walking or biking
access.

20’ x 40’ –
Minimum of 10’
to rear of 3-wall
court. Minimum
20’overhead
clearance.

Long axis northsouth. Front wall
at north end.

1 per 20,000

15-30
4-wall usually indoor
minute
as part of multitravel time
purpose facility.
3-wall usually
outdoor in park or
school setting.

22,000 sq. ft.
including support
area.

Rink 85’ x 200’
(minimum 85’ x
185’. Addition
5000 sq. ft.
support area).

Long axis northsouth if outdoors.

Indoor- 1
per 100,000
OutdoorDepends on
climate

½ - 1 hour
travel time

Climate important
consideration
affecting number of
units. Best as part
of multi-purpose
facility.

Minimum of 7,200
sq. ft. single court. (2
acres for complex.)

36’ x 78’. 12’
clearance on
both sides; 21’
clearance on both
ends.

Long axis northsouth.

1 court per
2000

¼ - ½ mile

Best in batteries
of 2-4. Located
in neighborhood/
community park
or near school site.
neighborhood/
community park or
near school site.

Minimum of 4,000
sq. ft.

30’ x 60’.
Minimum 6’
clearance on all
sides.

Long axis northsouth

1 court per
5000

½ - 1 mile

Same as other
court activities
(e.g., badminton,
basketball, etc.).

Tennis

Volleyball

Singles – 17’ x 44’
Doubles – 20’ x 44’
With 5’
unobstructed area
on all sides.

Recommended
orientation

800 sq. ft. for 4-wall
1000 sq. ft. for 3-wall
Handball
(3-4 wall)

Ice Hockey

Recommended
size and
dimensions
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Baseball
Official

3.0-3.85
A min.

Little
League

1.2 A
min.

Field
Hockey

Mini.
1.5A

Baselines-90’
Pitching dist. -60.5’
Foul lines-min. 320’
center field-400’+
Baselines-60’
Pitching dist.-46’
Foul lines-200’
Center field- 200’-250’

Locate home plate
so pitcher throwing
across sun and batter
not facing it. Line from
home plate through
pitcher-s mound to run
east-northeast

Part of neighborhood
complex. Lighted fields
part of community
complex.

15-30
minutes
travel
time

Usually part of baseball,
football, or soccer complex
in community park or
adjacent to high school

Same as field hockey.

1 per 20,000

15-30
minutes
travel
time.

Same as field hockey.

Min. .5A

195’ x 225’ x 330’ to
360’, with a 10’ min.
clearance on all sides

Same as field hockey.

1 per 10,000 1-2 miles

13.5 A
for min.
of 25
tees

900’ x 690’ wide. Add
12’ width for each
additional tee.

Long axis southwest/
northeast with
golfer driving toward
northeast.

1 per 50,000

30
minutes
travel
time.

Part of golf course complex
as a separate unit. May be
privately operated.

4.3 A

Overall width – 276’
Length – 600’
Track width for 8 to 4
lanes is 32’.

Long axis in sector
from north to south to
northwest/ southeast
with finish line at
northerly end.

1 per 20,000

15-30
minutes
travel
time

Usually part of high
school or community park
complex in combination
with football, soccer, etc.

1.5 t 2.0
A

Baselines–60’
Pitching distance -45’
(men), -40’ (women).
Fast pitch field radius
from plate – 225’
between foul lines.
Slow pitch -275’ (men)
-250’ (women)

Same as baseball.

1 per 5,000
(if also used
for youth
baseball)

¼ - to ½
- mile

Slight difference in
dimensions for 16” slow
pitch. May also be used for
youth baseball.

9.840
sq. ft.

120’ x 80’

1–2
miles

In neighborhood or
community parks.

Soccer

¼ - Mile
Running
Track

Softball

Multiple
Recreation
Court
(Basketball,
Volleyball,
Tennis)

¼-½
mile

Lighted1 per 30,000

180’ x 300’ with a min.
Fall season-long axis
1 per 20,000
of 10’ clearance on all northwest to southeast.
sides.
For longer periods,
north to south.

Min. .5A 160’ x 360’ with a min.
of 6’ clearance on all
Football
sides.

Golf-driving
range

1 per 5000

Long axis of courts with 1 per 10,000
primary use northsouth

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019

Number of units depends
on popularity. Youth
soccer on smaller fields
adjacent to schools or
neighborhood parks.
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N/A

Well defined head.
Capacity-Rural trails – 40
hikers/day/mile. Urban
trails – 90 hikers/day/mile.

N/A

1 system per
region

Min. 0.65 A

300’ length x minimum
10’ between targets.
Roped clear space on
sides of range. Minimum
of 30’ clear space behind
targets. Minimum of 90’
x 45’ with bunker.

Archer facing
north + or +
45 degrees.

1 per 50,000

30
Part of a regional/ metro
minutes
park complex.
travel
time

Min. 30 A

All walks and structures
occur within an area
approximately 130’ wide
by 115’ deep. Minimum
cleared area is contained
within two superimposed
segments with 100-yard
radii (4 acres). Shot-fall
danger zone is contained
within two superimposed
segments with 300-yard
radii (36 acres).

Center line of
length runs
northeast/
southwest
with shooter
facing
northeast

1 per 50,000

30
Part of a regional/ metro
minutes
park complex.
travel
time

Average length varies600-2700 yards.
Average length 2250
yards.
Average length 6500
yards.

Majority
of holes on
north-south
axis.

---

Teaching-min of 25 yards
x 45’ even depth of 3 to
4 feet. Competitive-min
of 25m x 16m. Min of
27 square feet of water
surface per swimmer.
Ratio of 2:1 deck vs.
water.

Nonealthough care
must be taken
in sighting
of lifeguard
stations in
relation to
afternoon
sun.

Trails

Archery
Range

Combination
Skeet and
Trap Field (8
station)

Golf
1. Par 3 (18hole)
2. 9 hole
3. 18 hole

50-60 A
Min.50 A
Min. 110 A

Varies on
size of
pool and
amenities.
Swimming Usually 1 to
Pools
2 A site.
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1/25,000

N/A

½ to
1 hour
travel
time

9-hole course can
accommodate 350
people per day. 18hole course can
accommodate 500550 people per day.
Course may be located
in community park or
school site.

15 to
30 min
travel
time

Pools for general
community use should
be planned for teaching,
competitive, and
recreational purposes
with enough depth
to accommodate 1 m
and 3m diving boards.
Located in community
park or school site.

1/50,000

1 per 20,000
(For 3% to 5%
of the total
population at a
time.)

N/A
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N/A

Beach Areas

Beach area should have
50 sq. ft. of land and
50 sq. ft. of water per
user. Turnover rate is 3.
There should be 3-4 A
supporting land per A of
beach.

N/A

N/A

½ to
1 hour
travel
time

Should have sand
bottom with slope a
maximum of 5 % (flat
preferable). Boating
areas completely
segregated from
swimming areas. In
regional/ metro parks.

Adapted from:
Lancaster, R.A., Ed. Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. Alexandria, VA:
National Recreation and Park Association, 1983.
Mertes, J.D. and J.R. Hall. Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA:
National Recreation and Park Association, 1995.
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Appendix C
National Park and Recreation
Association Classification
System for Local or Regional
Recreation
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Classification
Mini-Park

General Description
Used to address limited, isolated or
unique recreational needs.

Neighborhood park remains the
basic unit of the park system and
Neighborhood serves as the recreational and social
Park focus of the neighborhood. Focus
is on informal active and passive
recreation.

Location Criteria

Size Criteria

Less than ¼ mile distance in Between 2500 sq. ft. and one
residential setting.
acre in size.
¼ - to ½ -mile distance
and uninterrupted by nonresidential roads and other
physical barriers.

5 acres is considered
minimum size. 5 to 10 acres
is optimal.

Determine by location of
school district property.

Variable-depends on
function.

School-Park

Depending on circumstances,
combining parks with school sites
can fulfill the space requirements
for other classes of parks, such as
neighborhood, community, sports
complex and special use.

Community Park

Serves broader purpose than
neighborhood park. Focus is
on meeting community-based
recreation needs, as well as
preserving unique landscapes and
open spaces.

Determined by the quality
and suitability of the site.
Usually serves two or more
neighborhoods and ½ to 3
mile distance.

As needed to accommodate
desired uses. Usually
between 30 and 50 acres.

Determined by the quality
and suitability of the site.
Usually serves the entire
community.

Large Urban Park

Large urban parks serve a broader
purpose than community parks
and are used when community
and neighborhood parks are not
adequate to serve the needs of the
community. Focus is on meeting
community-based recreational
needs, as well as preserving unique
landscapes and open spaces.

As needed to accommodate
desired uses. Usually a
minimum of 50 acres, with
75 or more acres being
optimal.

Lands set aside for preservation
of significant natural resources,
remnant landscapes, open space,
and visual aesthetics/buffering.

Resource availability and
opportunity.

Variable.

Natural Resource
Areas

Effectively tie park system
components together to form a
continuous park environment.

Resource availability and
opportunity.

Variable.

Strategically located
community-wide facilities.

Determined by projected
demand. Usually a
minimum of 25 acres, with
40 to 80 acres being optimal.

Covers a broad range of parks and
Special Use recreation facilities oriented toward
single- purpose use.

Variable-dependent on
specific use.

Variable.

Parks and recreation facilities that
are privately owned yet contribute
to the public park and recreation
system.

Variable-dependent on
specific use.

Variable.

Greenways

Consolidates heavily programmed
athletic fields and associated
Sports Complex
facilities to larger and fewer sites
strategically located throughout the
community.

Private Park/
Recreation Facility

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019
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Multipurpose trails located within
Type I: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for
greeways, parks and natural
pedestrians or bicyclists/ in-line skaters.
resource areas. Focus is on
Type II: Multipurpose hard-surfaced trails for pedestrians
Park Trail
recreational value and harmony with
and bicyclists/ in-line skaters.
natural environment.
Type III: Nature trails for pedestrians. May be hard- or softsurfaced.
Multipurpose trails that emphasize
safe travel for pedestrians to
and from parks and around the
Connector Trails
community. Focus is on recreational
value and harmony with natural
environment.

Type I: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails
for pedestrians or bicyclists/in-line skaters located in
independent r.o.w. (e.g., old railroad r.o.w.).
Type II: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for
pedestrians or bicyclists/in-line skaters. Typically located
within road r.o.w.

Paved segments of roadways that
serve as a means to safely separate
bicyclists from vehicular traffic.

Bike Route: Designated portions of the roadway for the
preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists.
Bike Lane: Shared portions of the roadway that provide
separation between motor vehicles and bicyclists, such as
paved shoulders.

Off-road trail for all-terrain
(mountain) bikes.

Single-purpose loop trails usually located in larger parks
and natural resource areas.

Trails developed for traditional and
skate-style cross-country skiing.

Loop trails usually located in larger parks and natural
resource areas.

Trails developed for horseback
riding.

Loop trails usually located in larger parks and natural
resource areas. Sometimes developed as multipurpose
with hiking and all-terrain biking where conflicts can be
controlled.

On-Street
Bikeways

All-Terrain Bike
Trail
Cross-Country Ski
Trail
Equestrian Trail

Adapted from:
Lancaster, R.A., Ed. Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. Alexandria, VA:
National Recreation and Park Association, 1983.
Mertes, J.D. and J.R. Hall. Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA:
National Recreation and Park Association, 1995.
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National Park and
Recreation Association
Standards for Park
Acreage
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NATIONAL PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
Standards for Park Acreage
Desirable
Size

Acres/1,000
Population

Desirable Size
Characteristics

Less than ¼
miles radius

1 acre or less

0.25 to 0.5 A

With neighborhoods
in close proximity to
apartment complexes,
townhouse development
or housing for the elderly.

¼ to ½ mile
radius to serve
a population
up to 5,000 (a
neighborhood)

15 + acres

1.0 to 2.0 A

Suited for intense
development.
Easily accessible to
neighborhood population
(geographically centered
for safe walking and
biking access). May be
developed as a school
park facility.

Area of diverse
1 to 2 mile
environmental quality.
radius (several
May include areas suited neighborhoods)
for intense recreation
facilities, such as athletic
complexes, large
swimming pools. May be
Community
an area of natural quality
Park
for outdoor recreation,
such as walking, viewing,
sitting, picnicking. May
be any combination of
the above, depending
upon site suitability and
community need.

25 + acres

5.0 to 8.0 A

May include natural
features, such as water
bodies and areas suited
for intense development.
Easily accessible to
neighborhood served.

Component

Use

Service Area

Specialized facilities that
serve a concentrated or
Mini-park
limited population or
specific group, such as
tots or senior citizens
Area for intense
recreational activities,
such as field games,
Neighborhood
crafts, playground
Park or apparatus areas, skating,
Playground picnicking, wading pools,
etc.

Total Close-to-Home Space = 6.25 – 10.5 A/1,000
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Barrier Free Accessibility Standards for Parks
Recreational areas, facilities, and programs play an important role in the life of the community;
therefore it is essential that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to enjoy these areas and
any programs provided. Federal and state laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability, and
these laws apply to parks and other recreation lands and programs controlled and operated by local
units of government. The DNR has a strong commitment to barrier free recreational opportunities in
our Department-managed programs and facilities. This commitment extends to those communities
that receive recreation grants.
Under the state Utilization of Public Facilities by the Physically Limited Act (1966 PA 1, as amended)
all public facilities, including improved areas used for recreation, must meet the barrier free design
requirements contained in the state construction code. Under this act, the administration and
enforcement related to barrier free design requirements are vested in the local or state government
agency responsible for issuing a building permit. If the project does not require a building permit,
administration and enforcement of barrier free design requirements are vested in the Department of
Labor and Economic Growth.
Any request for an exception to the barrier free design requirements of the state construction code must
be submitted to the Barrier Free Design Board, within the Department of Labor and Economic Growth
(517-241-9300). The Barrier Free Design Board has the responsibility to receive, review, and process
requests for exceptions to barrier free design specifications; require appropriate equivalent alternatives
when exceptions are granted; and receive, process, and make recommendations for barrier free design
rules.
Because the state construction code does not apply to many recreation facilities, it is essential that you
also be aware of and understand the existing federal guidelines covering these types of facilities. In July
2004, the federal Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (known as the Access
Board) issued updated guidelines, entitled the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines
(ADAAG), for new or altered facilities covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public
Law 101-336) or the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-480). These guidelines should
eventually be adopted as enforceable standards. Until that occurs, the existing ADAAG standards must
be followed when the two conflict.
Included in the updated ADAAG are technical provisions for a number of types of recreation facilities,
including play areas, amusement rides, boating facilities, fishing piers and platforms, golf courses,
miniature golf courses, shooting facilities, swimming and wading pools, and spas. Technical provisions
for these recreation facilities do not exist in the current AADAG. The Access Board has also proposed
guidelines for sports facilities, trails, beaches, and picnic and camping areas. While none of these
guidelines has yet been adopted as federal standards, they represent the best information available on
developing barrier free recreation facilities and may be upheld in a court of law. Therefore, they should
be referred to when designing new or renovated recreation facilities.
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Responses
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Survey and Responses
This survey is being used to gather information on the use and desires for recreational facilities in
Munising. The City Recreation Committee along with the City of Munising is going to use the results
of the survey to update the City’s Recreation Plan. Participation in this survey is extremely important.
The recreation plan is what the city uses when determining what projects get completed first and it is
also an important part when we apply for grant money.
Please fill out only one survey per household.
1. Please rank in order of importance (1-8) which of the following you would like to see completed.
3
Improve the bike path along Washington Street
6
Install picnic area at Washington Street overlook (Tannery Park)
7
Install recreation equipment at Washington Street overlook (Tannery Park)
5
Improve the ballfield parking lot
1
Improve public access to the waterfront
8
Install new playground equipment at Munising Tourist Park Campground
4
Alger Centennial Ice Area repairs
2
Other: ______________________________________________________________
2. Please mark how many times a year you or your immediate family use the following facilities. Also
indicate the time of year you and your family most frequently use this facility.
Facility
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Zero

1-5

5-10

11-16

16-20

21+

Bayshore Park

13

39

39

30

17

21

Bayshore
Marina

71

47

18

8

5

7

Browns
Addition boat
launch

58

51

18

9

10

13

Washington
Street
overlook
(Tannery Park)

119

28

6

2

1

1

Browns
Addition Tot
Lot

98

47

4

7

2

0

Lynn Street
Tot Lot

77

31

20

20

6

4

Alger
Centennial
Arena

33

66

22

10

11

16

Tourist Park
Campground

90

43

12

6

5

0

Heroes Field
(Browns
Addition
baseball field)

72

30

19

16

9

12

Skate Park

125

14

8

2

2

3
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3. What time of year do you or your immediate family recreate in the City of Munising?
63% year round
15% summer only
6% spring, summer, and fall
4. Please answer yes or no to the following questions:
(A)
The City of Munising has enough recreational facilities to accommodate youth.
(B)
The City of Munising has enough recreational facilities to accommodate seniors.
(C)
The City of has enough recreational facilities to accommodate local needs.
(D)
The City of Munising does an adequate job maintaining the facilities.
(E)
The community utilizes the current recreational facilities on a regular basis.
(F)
There are ample opportunities for recreation in the City during winter months.
Question 4 Results
Yes
No
26%
74%
31%
69%
23%
75%
58%
42%

A
B
C
D
E

69%

31%

F

33%

67%

5. Please fill out the following information about yourself
____ Age (18 & under) (19-29) (30-39) (40-49) (50 & up) Please circle
18 & Under 19-29
3%
14%

30-39
21%

40-49
16%

50+
45%

____ Gender Male Female
Male
32%

Female
68%

____ Number of people in household
1
12%

2
38%

3
18%

4
14%

____ Do you live in the

City
City
50%

City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019

5
13%

6
3%

7
>1%

8
>1%

9
>1%

Township Other
Township
38%

Other
12%
Page 56

____ Hours spend per week recreating
		

Average is 11.7 hours

____ Number of children under the age of 19 living in your household
0
49%

1
18%

2
18%

3
8%

4
4%

5
>1%

6
>1%

7
>1%

Survey Write-In Responses
Question 1 write-in responses for “other”
1.
Install playground equipment at Bayshore park
2.
Improve bike trails and safety around and in town
3.
New wood chips/rubber chips at playgrounds
4.
Bike lane to sand point
5.
Ice arena upkeeps
6.
Develop off road bike paths along the lakeshore
7.
Dog park/ bird watching areas improved
8.
Something to be done with practice football field...waste of lakefront
9.
More tennis courts.
10.
Please work to develop more trails both bike and hike for recreation in the city of Munising
11.
Provide a snowmobile access trail through town.
12.
There needs to be a groomed trail through town for snowmobiles.
13.
Fix H58 !!! It sucks.
14.
Fix H58 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
15.
Mountain bike trails
16.
Improve and develop a bike path network. Improve a single track trail network.
17.
Install some kind of shade at Lynn street tot lot also some sort of playground equipment at the
city park
18.
Lights at hero’s field
19.
Baseball and softball fields
20.
Start working with Neenah paper on putting a kayak park in at the Annie area.
21.
Improve mountain bike trails behind st Martins hill.
22.
Alger arena needs more open skate. Too focused on competitive sports. Also, this community
needs a four season space at Bayshore Park for community events and rental. The existing
structure
could be used as a starting point, but definitely need to involve a professional
who can improve aesthetics of the pavilion and ensure addition of many more windows faxing
the lake.
23.
Everyday biking trails for all ages.
24.
Bike trails
25.
Improve boat launch
26.
Fish cleaning station
27.
Marina improvements and expansion
28.
Marina improvements and expansion
Page 57
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29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

Supplement the rec center so costs are lower
Tennis
Tennis
Playground across from Mather high school
Benches on city sidewalks
Anna river universal access site
Widen edge of road from intersection of m28 & m94 to valley spur trails to improve/provide
bike access
Tennis
Tennis
Build sidewalks along M28 to Hillside Apts
More bike paths
Mountain bike trails
Bayshore
Splashpad downtown for kids
More bike paths
Boat launch parking lot
More bike paths (similar to marq), 2: hiking trails in the hills of Munising
Bike path to tourist park
Build fishing pier
Clean-up city
Extend bike/walking path in and around Munising
Walking path
Get rid of gun happy cops
Install hiking/bike path along there at waterway and connect to more paths around Munising
Sell the tannery park, get back on tax rolls
Start recognizing and promoting hiking in the area other than picture rocks
Continue to upgrade APRD Center & i develop a light filled, waterfront, 4-season community
space for events, classes
More tennis courts.
Arena is dirty, needs to be maintained and cleaned and properly managed
Benches at falls in area
Improve and beautify waterfront around boat tours
Dog park designated area with fence and benches, a people meeting place
Need a bike and walking path
Lights and field repair at brown’s addition
None of the above

What other projects should the City consider doing?
1.
A larger number of organized outdoor activities for kids.
2.
Updates in the ice arena, it’s extremely run down and looks horrible
3.
Some type if indoor use of the ice arena in the summer time.
4.
Movie theater
5.
City pool
6.
Fix up the ice arena
7.
I hope that whatever the city chooses to spend our funds on they make supporting
City of Munising Recreation Plan 2015-2019
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8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.
31.
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taxpayer needs at the very top of the list. That includes minimal to no charges for local
residents to use the facilities. Perhaps a designated dog park or pet friendly beach also.
Water slides at Bayshore Park
Additional jogging paths and some biking trails.
Adding more bike paths to connect Tourist Park and Pictured Rocks with town and beyond.
Improve bike/walk path
Sight seeing
Lake front bike path
Trying to make the bike path longer, or make another one. It doesn’t always have to be right
next to the lake, but what if it went down by the turn that’s close to the Beach Inn motel where
someone already put a driveway down there and nothing else has been done? It’d make it a
little longer. Also, put more money into the ice rink. People and kids want it to get better. We
need new boards really bad. It’s basically unsafe right now.
Develop more winter activities-- how about an outdoor ice skating rink? Or a lighted cross
country ski trail (a short one for fitness)?
A Dog Park!
A game/ hangout place for teenagers
More tennis courts and help in the building of non-motorized trails.
Outdoor skating rink, an actual skate park maybe where the practice football field is.
Something for bikes, and skate or just a city owned facility with skate park, batting cages,
walking path for seniors or whomever....utilize that gorgeous real estate. We have a football
field already. Maybe Frisbee golf course.
Maybe Frisbee golf course.
Building additional tennis courts to accommodate high school tennis, and the growing adult
league.
I wish you would have included the Munising Bay Trail Network on this survey. The City of
Munising is behind this and has donated the land to build these trails.
Park and rec needs an indoor pool and hot tub! That would make more jobs for the youth as
lifeguards! Also the pool should have adult time after 7pm w no younger children!!
There is a glaring need to get the snowmobiles into the city of Munising. We need to designate
a road as one way vehicle traffic (Winter Months) and the other half of the road is a snowmobile
trail. With cut outs for driveways of course. This allows snowmobile access to business’s
downtown, the bay and Grand Island easily.
Bring back the snowmobile races, have ice fishing tournaments.
FIX H 58 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Indoor pool open to the public and able to be rented out for private events.
More tennis courts
I think there is great potential for developing mountain bike trails in the hills surrounding town.
I would come in weekly to ride, eat dinner, catch a sunset, etc. If there were more trails. I think
it would aid tourism as well. I also think there needs to be better access to Lake Superior from
downtown. The city waterfront is very commercial and that’s not the best use for the best real
estate in the region.
A bike route mapped out and a accompanying guide to direct users to different points of i
nterest in the city.
A place where kids can go to do crafts, a skating rink (not ice arena) and have something for
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adults to do too.
Day-care facilities - there aren’t enough places for working parents to take their children
Baseball and softball program for older children and activities geared toward 0-6
Adding another ballfield to accommodate more frequent usage without conflicts in scheduling
Getting together with Neenah paper and put a kayak park in the Annie area. Something like
autrain has
Build mountain bike trails
We need more tennis courts and outdoor pickle ball courts. If the bike/walking path went
further it would be awesome to turn it into a cross country ski path in the winter, and add
recreational (exercise) equipment to that path and connect it to the Washington street park.
Also a “community bike use system” where anyone can hop on a bike (at various bike rack
locations around town) use it and then return it to one of the bike racks when done. :)
More support for community gardens. And plant more trees around town, including fruit trees.
Longer bike path across town near most near the lake or overlooking
Fish cleaning station!!!!! At browns addition boat launch area.
Trailhead/ parking lot for bike trails
Improving the dock and surrounding area by the Anna river
Mountain bike trails
Walking, hiking, biking trails - maybe someday we can hook up to Marquette’s beautiful trails.
Playground at Bayshore Park
Bring back the Winter Festival.
Bike path along lake
Bike trails
Our local boat launch needs improvement. The docks are too short. So many boats that use
the launch have a hard time pulling into the launch area from the lake, especially if the wind
picks up. Having the extra length makes a difference. The average boat length is 18 to 28 ft. We
love to fish on Lake Superior, why on earth don’t we have a cleaning station for fish that have
been caught. We brag about how much Munising has to offer boaters, but it seems no effort
is made to help improve the launch or attract fishermen. A cleaning station would be a huge
attraction.
Public Swimming Pool
Tennis
Improve waterfront, a biking/walking path like Marq.
Maintain what you have
Movies, speakers, youth empowering leaders, roller-skating, place for people to socialize
Need more business in downtown- looks awful, not enough traffic
Snowshoe, xcountyskiing, snow biking, skijouring - have equipment
Dog park
Sports, more dances for kids, adults, young& old, games. More free events like the picnic every
year at credit union
More/better tennis courts
More winter recreation opportunities
Improve/provide bike accessibility paths to valley spur trails
Using motel tax revenues for things other than snowmobiles
More tennis courts & roller hockey arena
More tennis courts and fix what you have first then put bike path along water. No one wants to
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ride on the side of the road, make a trail that you can enjoy not get hit by truck
More bike trails
Tennis courts, more bike paths, downhill skiing
Something for teens
More bike paths
A bike path that extends through town or goes to sand point or somewhere would be nice
Mountain bike single track trails/ xc ski trails
Beach area
Splash pad in Bayshore park or in downtown
Splash pad
More bike paths
A tubing hill for kids/ ski hill
Most recreation outside of Munising. More safe walking, crosswalks, promote walkability,
safer biking, support APRD
More crossing stripes for walkers at the junction of elm and superior, I hear complaints that too
much is done for tourists, I don’t feel that way but anything done for our own or visitors is win
win for everyone. Check out what they’ve done in Marquette-better for tourists too.
Extend walking path, connect to bike path, clean up city, spray City street cracks for weeds,
improve city street cleaning
Safe walking areas in and around Munising
APRC showers
improve bike path and extend
outside ice rink, sledding hill
make fishing piers for people without boats
day time classes, not all night time
focus on Alger county area, not just confines of the city
Mountain bike and hiking trails, transform the Bayshore pavilion into a 4 season treasure
Mountain bike path, walking path up St Martins hill to the woods with signs, more tennis
courts. Yellow bike program. Add on to current bike paths.
please continue to support parks and rec
trails
new to area, looking forward to enjoying the lovely outdoor area
dog park, maybe designated beach for dogs to run off leash
repair more of the sidewalks that are in disrepair and some more trees at Bayshore park
bike path/walk run path along the shore
Improve ballfield, tourneys bring in $, community winterfest, maybe relays, game cookout
I walk 3-4 times a week. A dog park
More walking and biking opportunities, dog park
It would be great if the city had a disc golf course. It is an up and coming sport in the up. It has
been around for years so it won’t be a fad
We really need tennis courts so we could have tennis matches in towns. We need at least four
courts in one location.
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Published December 3, 2014 in the Munising News
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Public Meeting
Notice
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Published December 31, 2014 in the Munising News
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Plan Adoption
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Adoption by Parks and Recreation Committee, January 6, 2015
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Resolution of adoption by City Commission, January 7, 2015
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Meeting Minutes from Public Hearing and Adoption
JANUARY 7, 2015
CITY COMMISSION
AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2015
6:00 P.M.
A.

CALL TO ORDER REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE,
ROLL CALL

B.

PUBLIC HEARING – CITY OF MUNISING PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN
1.

Comments on the Parks and Recreation Plan

C.

ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING – ENTER REGULAR MEETING

D.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (non-agenda items)

E.

OLD CITY BUSINESS

F.

1.

Timber Sale Contract

2.

Committee Reports – Updates

NEW CITY BUSINESS
1.

Adopt City of Munising Parks and Recreation Plan

2.

Payment in Lieu of Parking Fee

3.

Accept Donald Sanders Resignation from the Planning Commission
and the Zoning Board of Appeals

4.

Mayor’s Appointment of Tom Hall, Dale Immel and Donna Grahovac to
the Downtown Development Authority

5.

Coleman Engineering Company Sand Point Rd. Test Drilling Proposal
Revision 1

6.

Traverse Engineering Services, P.C. Water Distribution
Model/Master Plan not to exceed $22,900.00

7.

Traverse Engineering Services, P.C. H-58 Water Main Replacement
not to exceed $15,600.00

8.

GovPay.Net – Online and Credit Card Bill Payment

9.

Approve City Commission Meeting Minutes of 12-15-2014

10.

Check Register – List of Bills

11.

City Manager Report

G.

CORRESPONDENCE

H.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (non-agenda items)

I.

ADJOURNMENT
CITY COMMISSION
Official Proceedings

A.

CALL TO ORDER REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE,
ROLL CALL

The Regular Meeting of the City Commission was duly called and held on
Wednesday, January 7, 2015, in the City Commission Room of City Hall. Mayor
DesJardins called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
B.

PUBLIC HEARING – CITY OF MUNISING PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN
1.
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Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Commissioners: Dolaskie and Bornslaeger

Comments on the Parks and Recreation Plan
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There were no public comments; Commissioner Nettleton stated that he thought
it was good.
C.

ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING – ENTER REGULAR MEETING

Mayor DesJardins adjourned the Public Hearing and reconvened the Regular
Meeting.
D.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (non-agenda items)

There were none.
Moved by Commissioner Nettleton to amend the agenda to include under Old City
Business #3 BS & A Software. Support by Commissioner Cotey.
Unanimous Voice Vote:
Approved:
Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None
E.

OLD CITY BUSINESS
1.

Timber Sale Contract

Moved by Commissioner Cotey to table this item until the January 19 th meeting.
Support by Commissioner Nettleton.
Approved:
2.

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None
Committee Reports – Updates

Mayor DesJardins stated that he had attended the DDA meeting, CUPPAD is
holding their quarterly meeting in Munising, DesJardins indicated that he
would let the Commission know the date, time and place of the meeting.
Agenda Amended:
3.

BS & A Software

Moved by Commissioner Nettleton to accept the City Managers recommendation to
approve the BS & A computer software upgrade in the amount of $44,940.00,
paying for it over two fiscal years and to also approve necessary budget
adjustments to accommodate the purchase. Support by Commissioner Cotey.
Approved:

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None

City Manager Recommendation: My professional recommendation is to approve the
sole source of software through BS & A for a total price of $44,940.00. My
recommendation for this sole source is based on my belief that the City and
its taxpayers would receive no added benefit to multiple competitive bids.
Municipal management software varies greatly between systems so the
competitive bid would not yield like products.
Budget Implications: The funds for this purchase would need to come out of
the Leachate fund as a loan. The individual funds (City Manager, Utility
Billing, Clerk, etc.) would pay back the loan over two fiscal years.
F.

NEW CITY BUSINESS
1.

Adopt City of Munising Parks and Recreation Plan

Moved by Commissioner Cotey to adopt the City of Munising’s Parks and
Recreation Plan as presented. Support by Commissioner Nettleton.
Approved:
2.

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None
Payment in Lieu of Parking Fee

Moved by Commissioner Cotey to table this item until more research has been
done. Support by Commissioner Nettleton.
Approved:

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None
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3.

Accept Donald Sanders Resignation from the Planning Commission
and the Zoning Board of Appeals

Moved by Commissioner Nettleton to accept with regret Donald Sanders
resignation from the Planning Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals and
to authorize the City Clerk to advertise for the vacancies. Support by
Commissioner Cotey.
Approved:
4.

Yeas: Commissioners Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None
Mayor’s Appointment of Tom Hall, Dale Immel and Donna Grahovac to
the Downtown Development Authority

Moved by Commissioner Cotey to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Tom Hall,
Dale Immel and Donna Grahovac to the Downtown Development Authority for
another term. Support by Commissioner Nettleton.
5.

Coleman Engineering Company Sand Point Rd. Test Drilling Proposal
Revision 1

Moved by Commissioner Cotey to approve Coleman Engineering Company’s proposal
for test drilling on Sand Point Road for a fee of $4,000.00, also approving
necessary budget adjustments. Support by Commissioner Nettleton.
Approved:

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None

City Manager Recommendation: My professional recommendation is that the City
accept the proposal for the boring of 10 test locations at a fee of
$4,000.00. I base my recommendation for the sole source of professional
service on my opinion that obtaining more than one competitive price would
not have an advantage to the City or its citizens. Coleman Engineering has
made multiple site visits to the location and is familiar with the location.
Coleman previously worked on the engineering of the ¼ mile section of H-58
that was replaced in the summer of 2013.
Budget Implications: This cost would come from the Local Streets Fund. It is
requested that a budget adjustment be approved in tandem with this expense.
6.

Traverse Engineering Services, P.C. Water Distribution
Model/Master Plan not to exceed $22,900.00

Moved by Commissioner Cotey to approve Traverse Engineering Services, P.C.
proposal for Water Distribution Model/Master Plan with a cost not to exceed
$22,900.00. Support by Commissioner Nettleton.
Approved:

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None

City Manager Recommendation: My Professional recommendation is that the City
accept the proposal submitted by Traverse Engineering for a cost not to
exceed $22,900.00. I base my recommendation for the sole source of
professional service on my opinion that obtaining more than one competitive
price would not have an advantage to the City or its citizens. Traverse
Engineering provided the City with our last Distribution Model that was in
turn used as the basis for the large scale USDA funded projects. In recent
years, Traverse Engineering has successfully completed many distribution
models throughout the region.
Budget Implications: The professional services could be covered through
dollars previously held in the Water Construction Fund prior to a Commission
approved transfer at the December 21, 2014 Commission meeting.
7.

Traverse Engineering Services, P.C. H-58 Water Main Replacement
not to exceed $15,600.00

Moved by Commissioner Nettleton to approve Traverse Engineering Services,
P.C. proposal for a water main replacement on H-58 with a cost not to exceed
$15,600.00. Support by Commissioner Cotey.
Approved:

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None

City Manager Recommendation: My professional recommendation is that the City
accept the proposal submitted by Traverse Engineering for up to $15,600.00
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for construction staking, review, and creation of as-built drawing. I base my
recommendation for the sole source of a professional service on my opinion
that obtaining more than one competitive price would not have an advantage to
the City of its citizens. Traverse Engineering has a long record of providing
a high quality service to the City of Munising. Traverse Engineering is
familiar with our infrastructure and the current issue that needs attention.
Budget Implications: The professional services could be covered through the
Water Construction Fund. This project is funded in part by an MEDC Urgent
Need Infrastructure Grant and the remainder out of the Water Improvement
Fund.
8.

GovPay.Net – Online and Credit Card Bill Payment

City Manager Olson informed the Commission that the GovPay.Net has no cost to
the City, the consumer would be paying a fee for using this service.
9.

Approve City Commission Meeting Minutes of 12-15-2014

Moved by Commissioner Nettleton to approve the City Commission Meeting
Minutes of 12-15-2014 as submitted. Support by Commissioner Cotey.
Approved:
10.

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None
Check Register – List of Bills

Moved by Commissioner Nettleton to approve and pay the Check Register-List of
Bills as submitted. Support by Commissioner Cotey.
Approved:
11.

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None
City Manager Report

City Manager Olson commented on the Low to Moderate Income resurvey; over 30
businesses have closed since 2007, the paperwork for the Low to Moderate
Income resurvey should be in by Monday of next week. Regarding the Coastal
Zone Management Grant the proposal was submitted last week; the DDA has
pledged an additional $2,000.00 to the planning project Redevelopment Ready
Community Designation. As for the winter water let runs, notices have been
sent. Olson stated that last year in the third week of December we had an
eight inch main freeze. Last regarding the recreation projects; the Anna
River Access Site final plans for DNR submission will be done in the next two
weeks; with an anticipated bid date of February 16 th. The Bike Trail has a
date of March 30th for plan approval from the DNR with the bid in mid-April.
G.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was none.
H.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (non-agenda items)

There were none.
I.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Commissioner Cotey to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the City
Commission. Support by Commissioner Nettleton.
Approved:

Yeas: Commissioners: Cotey, Nettleton and Mayor DesJardins
Nays: None

The Regular Meeting of the City Commission adjourned at 6:49 p.m.
___________________________
Rod DesJardins, Mayor
___________________________
Sue Roberts, City Clerk
LIST OF BILLS

City of
Munising
Recreation
2015-2019
28618)
ALL AMERICAN
TREEPlan
SERVICE

1250.00

Page 72

